
Piers and Marinas 
 
Historical Bay Piers 
From 1900 until 1930 Chesapeake Beach was a thriving independent community. People 
would mainly come for day trips by railway and steamboats like "The Dixie" and "The 
Dreamland." Only 28 miles from Washington, D.C., people with more leisure time would 
flock to Chesapeake Beach for the cool breezes and salt water. 
 

 
 
The resort consisted of a boardwalk over the water and a pleasant park and picnicking 
area on the nearby land. On the boardwalk, one could find a bandstand, performing bears, 
games of chance, a carousel, casino, theaters, and many restaurants. 
 
http://www.chesapeake-beach.md.us/ourtown_history.htm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 
Passengers arriving by steamboat at Chesapeake Beach, MD, make their way to shore 

on the town’s “Long Pier.” (Chesapeake Beach Railway Museum) 
[http://www.bayjournal.com/article/steamboats_engineered_change_along_the_chesap

eake] 
 
 
 
 

 
In 1910, the steamboat at Claireborne Wharf and the Baltimore, Chesapeake and 

Atlantic train prepares for a trip to Ocean City 
[http://www.stardem.com/life/article_b6f76bf1-1004-5656-baa8-b503bd858e5d.html] 

 
 
Dominion Cove Point LNG Export Terminal 
Dominion Energy is constructing liquefaction facilities for exporting liquefied natural gas 
(LNG) at its existing Cove Point Terminal on the Chesapeake Bay in Maryland. The 
proposed liquefaction facilities, combined with existing facilities, will provide a bi-
directional service of import and export of LNG at the Dominion Energy Cove Point 
LNG Terminal. 
 
The facility was originally certified in 1972 for the importing of Algerian LNG for resale 
by the Columbia and Consolidated Natural Gas systems. Cove Point began receiving 
LNG imported from Algeria between 1978 and 1980. Then, the Algerians demanded an 
unacceptable price increase, and the terminal fell into disuse. In 1994, the facility was 
transformed into a facility to store domestic natural gas. A liquefaction unit was installed 



that cools natural gas to the point where it becomes a liquid, around −162 °C (−260 °F). 
The facility continued to use the original LNG storage tanks and gasifier units.  
 
In 2001, when the plant was scheduled to reopen, many local residents were concerned 
about the proximity to Calvert Cliffs Nuclear Power Plant (3 miles), and the damage that 
could be caused by an attack or an explosion at the plant. Residents thought that the 
FERC did not consider the risks before opening the plant. 
 
[https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dominion_Cove_Point_LNG#History] 
 

 
A boat passes Dominion Resources’ platform at its Cove Point liquefied natural gas 

plant. If plans are approved, the company will send out 85 LNG tankers a year. (Dave 
Harp) 

[http://www.bayjournal.com/article/plan_to_export_liquefied_gas_at_cove_point_divid
es_community] 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Fishing Piers 

 
 

Matapeake Pier is located on Route 8, just 3 miles south of Rt. 50 on the right. 
Highlighting this facility are the 650 foot lighted fishing pier and the 25 foot wide boat 
ramp. The ramp and pier are open 24 hours a day year round giving the avid fisherman 
ample opportunity to catch the tide, fish at night, first light or all day long. 
[http://www.parksnrec.org/hiker-biker-trails/landings-piers/] 
 



 
The Kiptopeke State Park boat landing was completed in 1998.  The double-wide boat 
ramp is handicapped accessible.  The ramp has 4.5-ft. at mean low water and the parking 
lot can accommodate 70 boat trailers.  There are fees to use the facilities and to park.  The 
boat ramp has nearby restrooms and showers.  The concrete ships, located off the park's 
waterfront, offer some of Virginia's finest fishing. Kiptopeke is also the closest Eastern 
Shore facility to the Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel (CBBT).  Just about every fish 
species that can be taken in Virginia's waters may be caught around the concrete ships 
and the CBBT. [http://www.mrc.virginia.gov/vsrfdf/kiptopeke.shtm] 
 
 



 
Lynnhaven Inlet Fishing Pier has been Family Owned and Operated since 1956 and is 
considered by long-time residents to be a local landmark. It is a completely wooden sport 
fishing pier located on the Chesapeake Bay. At full length, the Pier is approx. 1480 ft. 
long. The pier has been serving local residents, families, and tourists for 61 years. 
[http://fishingstatus.com/places/directory/groupid/810] 



 



Point Lookout, as the southernmost point of the Potomac in Maryland, offers a 
spectacular view of the Potomac River as it mixes with the waters of the Chesapeake 
Bay. But the currents can be treacherous. The park road goes all the way down to the 
point, which eventually turns into a sliver of sand that curves out into the Chesapeake. A 
700-foot Point Lookout Fishing Pier extends into the waters of the Bay.  
[http://www.riverexplorer.com/details.php4?id=100] 
 
Marinas 
In 2015, approximately 600 marinas, 40,000 in-water boat slips, and some 246 public 
boat ramps were found in Maryland along with 207 additional public access sites for 
boating. Maryland's annual recreational boating expenditures in 2013 was over $2.2 
billion, providing $1.8 billion to the State's Gross Domestic Product.  
 
http://msa.maryland.gov/msa/mdmanual/01glance/html/boating.html 
 
Virginia has 230,000 registered boats and approximately 1000 marinas. 
Approximately 225 of these are full-service marinas that offer fuel, water or power to 
boaters.  It is estimated that a total of 220 – 250 public and private marinas are currently 
operating in the Tidewater Virginia area. http://www.vims.edu/GreyLit/VIMS/mrr00-
11.pdf 
http://www.deq.state.va.us/Portals/0/DEQ/CoastalZoneManagement/marinastrat.pdf 
 
 
Baltimore Inner Harbor 

 
On the promenade at Baltimore’s beautiful inner harbor, and directly at the foot of 
Federal Hill, the city views are breathtaking. This marina was renovated in 2007 and 
offers 115 state-of-the-art concrete floating dock slips, a pump out station at each slip, 
fuel pier, the award winning Rusty Scupper seafood restaurant on-site and a short walk to 
Baltimore’s downtown attractions, festivities and restaurants, including the Inner Harbor, 
historic Federal Hill and the stadiums. [http://www.baltimoremarinecenters.com/Inner-
Harbor.aspx] 
 



Kent Island 

 
Bay Bridge Marina Resort has made its name as the premier marina on the Chesapeake 
Bay. They have accommodations for boaters for annual, seasonal, or transient visits as 
well as for yacht group rendezvous cruises on the Chesapeake Bay. 
The marina is conveniently located at the base of the Bay Bridge on Kent Island and 
within minutes of Annapolis and Baltimore. Their new state of the art floating dock 
system that can accommodate any size yacht up to 130 feet. 
[http://baybridgemarina.com/] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Annapolis 
 

 
Port Annapolis Marina offers quick, bridge-free access for boaters to the Chesapeake, and 
is only a short drive (or shorter dinghy ride!) from locally flavored Eastport and Historic 
Downtown Annapolis. 
 
We have the area’s best full-service marina. Yachtsmen of all stripes can enjoy a 
comfortable, secure, family-oriented marina. Shoreside facilities include an outdoor pool, 
the Cafe Windward, laundry room, fitness center and shower rooms. A small putting 
green overlooks the main dock – and barbecues, old oak trees, patio deck and screened 
gazebo offer excellent cookout opportunities. [http://portannapolis.com/] 
 
Herrington Harbor 
 

 
Cruise or sail on in to the largest privately owned marinas in Maryland.  Herrington 
Harbor‘s Chesapeake Bay Marinas are a great value with 1,200 boat slips and an enviable 
location providing the closest deepwater access to the Bay from the D.C. metropolitan 



area. Relaxation and exclusivity round out the experience making the resorts feel like 
home. 
 
Each of the marinas is centrally located on the western shore of the Bay.  We are a 25-
minute drive from the Washington D.C. beltway, Annapolis is less than an hour away and 
head directly south on Rt. 97 to arrive from Baltimore. 
[https://www.herringtonharbour.com/] 
 
Solomon’s Island 
 

 
 
Zahniser’s Yachting Center is the most comprehensive marine facility on the Chesapeake 
Bay. Located in the heart of historic Solomons Island, Zahniser’s blends the beauty of a 
pristine yacht club and the technical expertise of an award winning repair yard. 
Zahniser’s Yachting Center is proud to be a Maryland Clean Marina! As a participant in 
the Clean Marina Program, Zahniser’s strives to protect Maryland’s waters and its natural 
resources. [http://www.zahnisers.com/] 



Little Creek 
 

 
Little Creek and Bay Point Marinas offer dockage for vessels up to 120 ft. with 30 amp or 
twin 50 amp power in select locations. 
[http://www.littlecreekmarina.com/index.php?pg=dockage] 



Pier Construction 
Wood 
Pressure-treated Southern Pine is the product of a carefully monitored and controlled 
process. Preservatives are forced deep into the wood's cells within a closed cylinder while 
under pressure. Pressurized treatment of lumber, timbers and piling is the most effective 
method of protecting wood designated for the marine environment. 
 
The pressure process allows deeper penetration of chemical components in the wood and 
control of retention levels. 
 
The choice of preservative depends on how and where the wood will be used. There are 
three broad types of wood preservatives used in modern pressure-treating processes: 
 

• Waterborne Preservatives are used for residential, commercial, marine, 
agricultural, recreational, and industrial applications. 

• Creosote and creosote/coal tar mixtures are used for railroad ties, pilings, 
tin1ber bridges, utility poles and heavy commercial marine uses. 

• Ollbame Preservatives, nan1ely PentachlorophenoL or "Penta," and Copper 
Naphthenate are used for industrial applications, including utility poles. Penta 
and copper naphthenate are not recommended for salt water marine 
construction, especially in immersion or in the splash zone. 

 
 
Basic Design Guidelines 

Marine construction is a complex 
process with many variables - it 
requires extensive knowledge of local 
conditions and should only be 
undertaken by qualified professionals. 
Water level extremes including storm 
surge, tidal histories, loadings, codes, 
construction practices, materials and 
soil analysis all must be considered.  
Consult licensed design and 
construction professionals, experienced 
in the marine environment; review 

examples of their recent projects. Consider asking reputable contractors for references. 
 
The proper evaluation of soils is 
critical to the design and long-term 
performance of the marine structure. 
Sandy (granular) soils are usually quite 
predictable, yet are subject to scour 
and erosion. Clays (cohesive soils) 
may not be consistent in a given locale 
and may vary widely within a single 



project. Even when viewed by an 
experienced design professional, soil 
analysis without the benefit of testing by a 
qualified soils testing laboratory is only 
approximate at best. The cost of a local 
certified soils testing lab is easily offset by 
the advantages of accurate quality and 
strength data reports. 
 
 
Marine installations using properly specified 
Southern Pine materials should provide a long service under all anticipated conditions. 
Materials that do not meet or exceed specifications should be rejected. Alternative 
materials may offer short-term cost benefits, but short-term savings may deprive the 
owner of long-term, low maintenance use. 

 
Remember that any field cuts may 
impact the preservative treatment 
effectiveness.  Whenever possible, 
have cuts such as mortises- the cuts at 
bottom of sheet piles or radius milling 
of edges - completed prior to treatment 
or at least dip or brush these surfaces 
with copper naphthenate prior to 
installation, in accordance with AWPA 
Standard M4.  
 
 

http://www.afoa.org/PDF/n150115a.pdf 
 
Composites 
Composite Pilings are stronger and more durable than wood, steel or concrete. Over time 
they won’t rot, rust or crumble, and they can’t be damaged by wood-boring insects or 
marine growth. Better yet, they’re environmentally friendly. Before you start your next 
waterfront project, consider these facts: 
 

•  are stronger than wood, steel or concrete 
•  have a lifespan of 100+ years 
•  eliminate maintenance and replacement costs 
•  contain no potentially harmful chemicals or preservatives 
•  add value to waterfront properties 
•  are available in 8”, 10”, 12”, 14” and 16” diameters in 5 ft. increments 
•  can be installed over existing pilings to save demolition costs 
•  are available in a natural brown or gray finish 
 



 
Composite pilings are being specified in environmentally sensitive areas because they do 
not contain potentially harmful chemical preservatives. And because they are stronger 
and last longer than any other material, they only have to be driven once, greatly reducing 
the impact of construction over time. Marine construction companies also appreciate their 
ability to be driven by low impact, conventional methods. 
 

              Wood                                        Concrete          Steel 
http://www.pearsonpilings.com 



Trex® eco-friendly composite decks are made from an innovative blend of 95% recycled 
wood and plastic film—that’s almost the whole thing. On top of that, our company uses 
some of the most earth-friendly manufacturing processes in the country, reclaiming 
factory waste and eliminating the use of harmful chemicals. The fact is, being green is in 
our DNA. Because in the end, all of us want to look out on our decks and know that 
we’ve done our part. 
 
Locally sourced reclaimed wood that would otherwise end up in a landfill finds its way 
into Trex high-performance composite decks. By using reclaimed sawdust, we never 
have to cut down a tree to make our products. 
 
The recycled wood in our decks is combined with recycled plastic film from a variety of 
sources ranging from the overwrap on paper towels to dry cleaner bags, sandwich bags, 
newspaper sleeves, and grocery and shopping bags. Here’s an interesting fact: the 
average 500-square foot composite Trex deck contains 140,000 recycled plastic bags!  
 
 

 
 
 
http://www.trex.com/ 
 
 



Strongwell EXTREN® structural shapes and 
plate are the ideal replacement for wood and 
metal structural materials in both marine and 
freshwater environments. Strongwell offers 
more than 100 standard shapes to meet all of 
your structural fabrication needs. 
 
http://www.strongwell.com/markets/coastal-
and-marine/ 
 


